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 What his father has forbidden him to tell him is the reason behind his diabolical departure from boarding school. He tells him that he would not survive the experience. Spud shares his feelings and questions with his best friend Lee, and they try to start a secret group called 'the Veteins' in which the Brazen Five will meet to discuss their lives and the world around them. However, just as the Veteins
are getting going, Ootawa turns up at their meeting place. The Brazen Five attempt to beat him to it, but their efforts are in vain as they are all either expelled, beaten up or accidentally trapped by Ootawa. They are unable to communicate with one another. At night, Spud becomes increasingly nervous about what his father told him at breakfast. He can feel that his world is about to shatter. On the eve

of his Matriculation he wakes up and finds his house has been burned to the ground. His father is not at home. He also learns that Ootawa is somewhere in the house. He finds a note written by his father to Ootawa which reads 'No one's ever lived up to their destiny. No one's ever lived up to their promise. Or perhaps no one was ever able to try.' Spud returns to school and finds the corridors filled with
students who have all been detained by the school's principal, The Reverend. The Reverend informs the students that they are being expelled from school on the grounds of 'conspiracy against the establishment'. The Veteins now meet in a motel and, in a rushed and poorly-planned meeting, they try to figure out what is going on. Meanwhile, Ootawa is in the process of preparing a new world for his

next victim. He has made himself a powerful weapon and named it 'the Sonic Disruptor'. A brief meditation on the book by the author, Mr. Sebastian Marshall: 'I've been asked many times why do I write the kind of books I write. . . . and I always say that I want to make people happy. . . . not with just any book, but with the book that I've always wanted to read. . . . I think the books that I write are the
books I would have wanted to read if I were reading them for the first time. . . . ' Characters Spud Milton 82157476af
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